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MARTIN COUNTY SELECTS HJA FOR GOLF COURSE MASTER PLANNING
Martin County recently selected the HJA Design Studio to redesign the 36- hole Martin County Public
Golf Course. HJA teamed with Sanford Golf Design, Stephen Boruff Architects, Bowman Consulting and
the National Golf Foundation and was selected over six other teams. The original 9-hole course was built
in 1925 by Hugh Willoughby famed explorer. The County’s and our team’s objective is to create a long
range master plan that will produce a sustainable golf facility that provides a quality yet affordable golf
experience for visitors and residents alike. Building community consensus on the future of the facility
included a public outreach program including visioning workshops to evaluate three alternative
scenarios. Martin County’s Parks and Recreation Director, Kevin Abatte also focused on creating an
economic model that would allow the course to be upgraded and maintained or improved for years to
come. Two community-wide workshop meetings have been held as well as numerous meetings with the
Golf Course Advisory Committee which was established by the board of County Commissioners.
SUNDANCE TRAILS RANCH APPROVED
Okeechobee County Commissioners recently approved the 850 acre Sundance Trails Eco-Resort which is
the first newly planned Resort Activity Center (RESAC) approved in County history. The ranch, which
was formerly developed as a rural ranchette large lot community is being redeveloped into a clustered
mixed use community centered around outdoor music and theatrical events and allowing a wide range
of activities. The abundant native pine flatwoods will be preserved as a backdrop for camping, hiking,
swimming, biking and general relaxation. Sundance, under another name will host its first major threeday music festival in March of 2016. More details to follow….
WILLOUGHBY GOLF CLUBHOUSE OUTDOOR RE-DESIGN
Willoughby Golf Club was built in the late 1980s in Stuart, Florida and included Arthur Hill's designed golf
course and an 18,000 square-foot clubhouse with a community pool, a small grill and bathrooms and
five tennis courts. HJA was asked to conceptualize a new design for the clubhouse complex that would
encourage more outdoor activities and attract new members with families. The existing pool and
outdoor areas between the clubhouse and golf course were evaluated to determine how to best
maximize outdoor activities for seasonal use by the members. . HJA created a conceptual master plan
which is currently under construction and includes an expansion of the formal dining area to create an
informal dining terrace between the pool and the clubhouse and two new outdoor covered buildings
including a pool bar between the pool and the 18th green and a new dining terrace known as “The Point”
just outside of the main dining room.

